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My : SOERSHEE(ERHET) Youth Daily Devotions (Pastor Lenny)
Monday - Friday i#—ZI:E f:
1) 8 am - 8:40 am EST (5 am PST, 7 am CST)
2) 5 pm - 5:40 pm EST (2 pm PST, 4 pm CST)
/oom ID: 973 192 2264 Passcode: 12345
- Read through the Bible in a year. —SFAETERK o
- Use a printed ESV Bible (English Standard Vision)
- Be on time and no private chat. (R E E L A -
- Have the mic ready.
- Use your real name and add a state. E.g. Lenny Cheng - NY
- Video must be on at all times; show entire face. 18584815 4% 55 52 B 4
Mg, Exl TRIFEZSMSHAFERER -
HUEFERFRREE https://t.me/joinchat/PARBMLMA-LASN2NHh
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Daily Devotions
Testimony
Journal

Written by:
Evan Li

12/29/2022

I was born into a mixed Atheist and
Christian family. My dad is an atheist, while
my mother is a Christian. Initially, I leaned
towards atheism, denying the existence of
God. However, I found Jesus Christ when I
first participated in the River of Life of Chris-
tian Church (ROLCC) with my mom, Hope
Shih, and her family in 2007. Soon after the
first day, I found peace and serenity in my
heart, prompting me to invite Jesus Christ
to mend my broken heart. Upon accepting
Jesus Christ, I committed to following him
and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. I was
baptized in 2015. When my family moved to
a city far from ROLCC, I continued my faith
journey by joining my local church, Corner-
stone Church.

I am grateful that I found a daily devotion

R —22—

“Pleasant words are a

honeycomb, Sweet to

the soul and healing
to the bones.”
(Proverbs 16:24)

group through Zoom meetings. I have
deepened my understanding of God’s
words. The verse that brought joy to me
was: “Pleasant words are a honeycomb,
Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”
(Proverbs 16:24). Facing language issues
and a tendency to get frustrated quickly,
this verse has been a source of comfort.
It reminds me not to curse in my frus-
tration and to use negative expressions,
helping me to cool down. Another verse
that guides me 1s, “Let no corrupting talk
come out of your mouths, but only such as
i1s good for building up, as fits the occa-
sion, that it may give grace to those who
hear. (Ephesians 4:29). This verse also
helps me maintain composure, preventing
me from responding negatively to others.



12/20/2023

The verse that brought joy to me was The
Beatitudes:

“And he opened his mouth and taught them,
saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdoms of heaven. Blessed
are those who mourn, for they shall be com-
forted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called
sons of God. Blessed are those who are per-
secuted for righteousness sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you
when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward 1s great in heaven, for so they perse-
cuted the prophets who were before you.””
Matthew 5:1-12 ESV

This verse resonate with me as I listened to
the song Christian Frenchcore by DJ Flub-
bel. Its lyrics include a portion of that verse,
it makes me feel the presence of God around
me. His words filled my room with a holy
aura, and I felt blessed by His presence.

Another Verse I appreciate is The Fruits of

the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23:

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;

against such things, there is no law.” Ga-
latians 5:22-23 ESV

It applies to me like gaining a bonus by
eating the fruit of the spirit, the enchant-
ed golden apple in Minecraft. However,
we can only obtain the fruit of the spir-
it of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control through the Holy and Divine
God Himself, as life’s journey to righ-
teousness may be perilous.

Another verse that struck me was 2 Tim-
othy 4:21:

“Do your best to come before winter. Eu-
bulus sends greetings to you, as do Pu-
dens and Linus and Claudia and all the
brothers.” 2 Timothy 4:21 ESV.

I was drawn to this verse because of,
ironically, the character named Linus
VanPelt in Peanuts. I was dumbstruck
and mind-blown to see his name appear
in the Bible.
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Courage Giver
By Ian Zhang, Grade 3

Numbers 13:20

This verse reminds me that I can have courage in anything I do. We need to be
courageous whether in a battle, or an earthquake, or other situations. Moses said to the
12 spies, “Be of good courage.” He was encouraging them just as sent Moses to Egypt.
Moses said to God, “I'm not a good speaker”, but God helped him find the courage to

speak well. If you want to be courageous, pray to God, asking help. He is the courage
giver.
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Stop Grumbling
By Lily Yue, Grade 7

Number 14:2-3

Have you ever found yourself grumbling against God? Even after He has helped
you multiple times, have you ever doubted His almighty power? The Israelites certainly
did in Numbers 14:2-3. Similar instances are found in Exodus and Numbers, where, de-
spite witnessing miracles like the parting of the Red Sea, manna falling from the sky, and
water provided in the desert, the Israelites continued to grumble against God.

God, being merciful, still helped them and demonstrated His mighty power, despite

their persistent grumbling. However, God is also righteous, and there are consequences
for every instance of grumbling. We are told all Israelites aged 20 and above who grum-
bled against God were “cursed”, they were denied entry into the promised land and their
bodies were destined to fall in the wilderness.
Similar patterns occur in our daily lives. When faced with troubles, we often grumble to
God or others. Reflecting on the challenges others face may help us appreciate our own
blessings. It is crucial to refrain from grumbling. Cultivate gratitude for what God has
given us; it’s always the best for each of us.

Repent or Perish
By Eli Van
Luke 13:1-5

The incidents involving Pilate killing the Galileans and the collapse of the tower in
Siloam are not documented elsewhere in Scripture. The quote, “whose blood Pilate has
mingled,” provides no additional details about this incident. However, it is known that
Pilate had executed people while they were offering sacrifices. Jesus’ rhetorical question,
“Do you think...worse sinners?” reflects a widespread belief that tragedies and physical
ailments were consequences of personal sin. However, his answer denies any such con-
nection.

The verse “unless you repent, you will all likewise perish” emphasizes Jesus’ com-
passionate concern for those who suffer. In this context, he imparts a broader lesson: the
tragic event serves as a warning that final judgment is imminent for the world. The tower
in Siloam was likely part of the Jerusalem wall, near the Siloam pool.
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WE For the Glory
%ﬁ-g By Linda Cheng

One of my favorite books is a biography entitled For the Glory, The Untold and Inspiring
Story of Eric Liddell, Hero of Chariots of Fire by Duncan Hamilton.

The 1924 Olympic gold medal winner, Eric Liddell, was born in 1902 in Tianjin, China,
the son of Scottish missionaries to China. Educated in England and later in Edinburgh,
Scotland, he earned a degree in science.

Eric excelled as an athlete, especially gifted in running. In the 1924 Olympics, Eric rep-
resented Great Britain in the 100-meter run and was the favorite to win the gold in that
event. However, when it was found that the qualifying heats were scheduled on Sunday,
Eric declined to participate due to his strong devotion to God and his commitment to
keeping Sunday as the day of worship.

His decision led to harsh criticism from the press, but Eric remained steadfast. Instead,
he entered the 400-meter race, an event not particularly strong for him. Starting from the
outer lane, he persevered and amazingly won that race, bringing tremendous glory to his
country, to himself, and, most importantly, to God.

Even more remarkably, after winning the gold, Eric rejected the promise of a life of
luxury and renown. Instead, he followed in his parents’ footsteps, becoming a humble
missionary to China. He embraced the suffering that accompanied his vocation without
complaint, approaching it with a joyful heart. Even during his internment at a Japanese
war camp in Weifang, China, from 1943 until his death, Eric focused on his duties to God
and his fellow internees. According to all accounts, he viewed Weifang not as outside of
God’s “good and perfect” plan for him but as a definite part of it. He wholeheartedly ded-
icated himself to serving God through serving others.

Ever since reading this biography years ago, I have continued to be inspired by the life of
Eric Liddell. This book has helped me to realize that the life of a true and mature Chris-
tian is not lived for oneself but entirely for God and His kingdom. Our joy cannot come
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from the “successes” and “achievements” on the earth, no matter how admirable
they are. We must “rejoice in the Lord always”, “forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, [we must] press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called [us] heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3).
Thus, we must keep our eyes on that prize, not the glory of this world.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

*Liddell’s life was really just beginning when
he won a gold medal.” —nookrace

FOR THE

GLORY

The Untold and Inspiring Story of
Eric Liddell, Hero of Chariots of Fire
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