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JAILY DEVOTION

Don’'t Be a Faultfinder

Mary Flood (8th Grade)

Have you ever thought to
yourself, “That person is so
horrible, just look at them, they
did...” or “This person is so rude
and...”? Being judgmental is so
easy to do, and might even make you
feel better about yourself because it
“minimizes” your own sin, but in
reality, we are just like the person we
are judging. You might say, “Well at
least I’'m not a murderer, or a thief
or an adulterer...etc.” but in God’s
eyes, all sin 1s the same. James 2:10
says, “For whoever keeps the whole
law but fails in one point has become
guilty of all of it.” So, when you
disobey your parents, or lie, or covet
someone else’s things, you have
broken all of the law. We have no
right, or place to judge others when
God is the ultimate judge. He can
easily show us all of the sin we have
ever committed, but it is covered

—-19-—

and washed away by Jesus’s blood.
As long as we truly repent, turn away
from our sin, and turn to God, our sins
are forgiven. God is perfect and has
never sinned, he is the only one who
has authority over us and can judge
us. So next time you judge someone,
think about whether you would want
God showing you everything you
have ever done against him!

“Shall a faultfinder contend with
the almighty? He who argues with

God, let him answer it”
-Job 40:2
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Only A
Season
Shirley Su (3rd Grade)

For his anger is but for a moment,
and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but
joy comes with the morning.

-Psalm 30:5

For his anger is but for a moment,
and his favor is for a lifetime...
but joy comes in the morning. There
are times in our life when we feel
sadness 1s forever. This verse tells us
that even though there are sad times,
there are also happy times. Bad times
will only last a while (a moment), and
happy times will come soon (in the
morning). We should remember there
will always be happy times
are sad.

REEE B

Persistence

Aileen Sun (11lth Grade)

“Blessed is the one who listens to
me, watching daily at my gates,
waiting beside my doors.”

- Proverbs 8:34

his verse delivers an important

message for all of us: we must
seek the LORD every day, not just
once a week, but daily. When we
persistently wait on Him and listen
to His Word every day, the Lord
will bless us with His wisdom and
understanding. We can’t be content
with just a small part of God; we
need His presence and guidance
every day.
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God'’s

Nathan Tong

‘ N } hat are you afraid of? It might

be spiders, heights, the dark,
or any number of things. While it’s
natural to feel fear, Nehemiah 4:14
and 20 offer us a very interesting
perspective. The first thing the
cupbearer Nehemiah said in verse 14
was, “Do not be afraid of them.” At
that time, Nehemiah was leading a
small group of workers to rebuild the
wall of Jerusalem, which had been
broken down by Babylon. They were
facing opposition from three men:
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem, and
the workers were pretty scared of
them, so in this verse, ‘them’ refer to
these opponents.

This verse may seem contradictory
to our phobias, but has a very clear
reasoning in verse 20. Now, before
I delve into that, let’s back it up a
bit. The very first part of verse 14
says, “And I looked and arose and
said to the nobles and to the officials
and to the rest of the people”. Here,
Nehemiah showed great courage by
speaking up in front of the officials
and aristocrats. Evidence from the
entire book of Nehemiah shows

—-21-

Fight

(5th Grade)

that he wasn’t afraid of the three
opposers at all.

Where does this bravery come
from? The second sentence of verse
20 answers that question: “Our God
will fight for us.” Nehemiah clearly
knew that God would never give up
on us. That makes him a great role
model for us to follow, under the
glorious right hand of the LORD.
So, our takeaway is: we should
give the fight to Jesus, for “the God
of heaven will make us prosper.”

“And I looked and arose and said to
the nobles and to the officials and

to the rest of the people, “Do not be
afraid of them. Remember the Lord,
who is great and awesome, and fight
for your brothers, your sons, your
daughters, your wives, and your
homes...In the place where you hear
the sound of the trumpet, rally to us
there. Our God will fight for us.”

-Nehemiah 4:14 & 20
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he music I will introduce

to you today is called “In
the Beginning was the Word “.
This song is written by British
composer Ralph  Vaughan
Williams from his Christmas
Cantata “Hodie”.

“Hodie” 1s Latin and originally
means “today” or ‘“at this
time”. When you listen to this
song “In the Beginning was
the Word” , which is the last
song of the cantata, please
keep in mind that its lyrics
refer to chapters of the Gospel
of John and Matthew in the
Bible. The beginning of the
song is mysterious, but then
it becomes grand. You can
enjoy it together with Bosch’s
“Paradise on Earth” exterior
painting.

The exterior painting of
Bosch’s “The Garden of
Earthly Delight” is painted in
pure gray without much color,
depicting the chaos before the
sun and moon were created by
God. In the upper left corner
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of the painting, the author
shows God sitting cross-
legged with the Bible on His
knees. He continues to create
with His Word. To appreciate
this painting, you can relate
it to the opening lyrics of the
song “In the Beginning was
the Word”:

In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.
In him was life; and the life
was the light of men. And the
Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, full of grace
and truth. Emmanuel, God
with us.

In the beginning of this
song, the wvocalists sound
mysterious and powerful,
which perfectly matches the
mood of the painting.
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Elizabeth Cheng

first heard of Patrick Henry College

(PHC) through the Home School
Legal Defense Association (HSL-
DA) and initially applied to PHC as
a backup school, thinking it was fo-
cused primarily on government and
that attending would be too intimi-
dating for me. However, throughout
the application process, the Admis-
sions office personally interacted
with me and my parents, intention-
ally caring for us, as if I were their
only applicant. I admired the values

REEE B

A Image source: www.appily.com/sites/default/files/styles/max_1200/
public/images/hero/college/451927 hero.jpg?itok=W{n5YO9F

of the school, “High Academic Rigor”,
“Fidelity to the Spirit of the American
Founding”, and “Unwavering Bibli-
cal Worldview”, but the framework of
classical education still overwhelmed
me. Even after visiting the school, I felt
overwhelmed and fearful of their high
academic and spiritual standards.

However, after visiting another Chris-
tian college in MA, where the academ-
ic and spiritual values were not as high
as PHC’s, God opened my eyes to see
that He was calling me to PHC. God
showed me that there were opportu-
nities for me to continue my love for
science and music, as the school had
a Music minor and recently opened a
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new major in Environmental Science
and Stewardship. Talking to the profes-
sors and students individually helped
me see that the professors are excellent
in their fields yet are first foremost de-
voted Christians who deeply care for
their students’ academic and spiritu-
al lives. Each of the students I talked
to had a genuine desire to seek God’s
Kingdom first through their academics
and lives, which encouraged me to see
that the college is truly striving to live
out what they stand for. I was inspired
by PHC’s mission which is to equip the
next generation of leaders in whatever
field God has called them to, whether
it is being a faithful Christian in the
government, the workplace, or espe-
cially the family. Compared to other
colleges, PHC saw each student as a
servant of God with unique potential to
grow deeper in Christ while pursuing
academics and friendships. There is a
verse from Jeremiah 9:24 in the lobby
that says

QOO0

“But let the one who boasts
boast about this: that they
have the understanding to know
me, that I am the Lord, who
exercises kindness, justice
and righteousness on earth,
for in these I delight”
- Jeremiah 9:24

reminding students and faculty to lead
with humility.
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As a result, even though I was still
fearful of the future at PHC, I realized
that instead of walking away from
my fears, God wanted me to walk to-
ward and through them, trusting Him
to provide. I am very thankful God
gave me the courage and vision to at-
tend this college, as I have seen His
hand growing and shaping me.

Having been at PHC these past few
years, | have greatly enjoyed attend-
ing the college, and the transition
from homeschooling has been very
smooth. Since the leaders of HSLDA
founded PHC, the coursework is sim-
ilar to HSLDA online courses, allow-
ing me to be familiar with the level
of academic standards. In addition,
since the college is relatively young,
24 years old, there are only 400 stu-
dents in total, which helped ease
my transition from homeschooling
to college. The community at PHC
has especially been a blessing to me,
helping me through the challenging
courses, overwhelming emotions,
and other difficulties transitioning to
living on my own away from home.
From people working in the Admis-
sions Office and the Registrar’s Office
to professors and girls in my dorm,
everyone has intentionally cared for,
encouraged and prayed for me. Since
the college 1s small, the professors
and administration know each stu-
dent well, and they always welcome
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students to talk to them in their offices
with any concerns or questions. The
community around me also encour-
ages me to keep growing in Christ, to
study diligently, and to pursue every-
thing with excellence for the glory of
God. Instead of focusing on parties or
other distractions, my peers are enthu-
siastic, discussing the Bible and class-
es they’re taking, helping me also to
have more godly-centered habits and
desires. Through my peers and facul-
ty, I am learning how to love God and

others well with humility and trust in
God.

Besides providing a godly community,
PHC has helped me grow academical-
ly. Through its business-casual dress
code, PHC is preparing students for
the workplace, and as a result, students
are learning to be professional and dis-
ciplined in their studies. In addition,
PHC 1s known for its 63 core credits,
where all students must take courses
such as Theology of the Bible, West-
ern Civilization, Recitation, Biology,
Music History, Logic, and Philosophy.
While these courses initially intim-
idated me, I have learned and grown
in my ability to read, write, and speak
well. For example, in my Recitation
class, I had to memorize a one-page
poem every two weeks and recite it in
front of my classmates. Through these

e ..l'..-.-

courses, I enjoyed learning from ex-
cellent faculty who helped me to
build connections among our faith,
history, arts, science, and our lives.
For example, in Western Civilization,
I learned about the history of Greece
and Rome and how the worldviews of
that time shaped the culture; in Rec-
itation, I learned the value of words
and how they can open the door to
God’s beautiful world; in Western
Literature, I saw how the heroes of
The Odyssey and the Aeneid were
similar to Moses and Abraham in the
Bible who had to run away from their
original home but were pursuing a
greater call in their lives toward their
ultimate Home.

Most importantly, PHC has helped
me grow spiritually. The student
body and faculty participate in cor-
porate worship three times a week,
with each service featuring a brief
message from a pastor or Christian

—26—



leader in the field. Students also meet
twice a week for wing chapel, which is
a time for a Bible study and fellowship
in smaller groups with those in your
dorm. I have seen the importance of
consistent habits in spending time with
God in His Word and being intentional
with how I spend my time. In addition,
I need to be mindful of what enters my
mind and how I will steward the gifts
God has given me. Through PHC, God
has helped me specifically with learning
how to deny myself, my sins and fears,
before Him and to lean on the people
He put in my life. While I have suffered
through chronic health issues during
my time at college, God has taught me
countless lessons and has even provid-
ed many mothers and classmates to
help me physically. Through messages
and conversations at my school, I have
learned to be thankful in every and all
circumstances, especially the difficult
or imperfect circumstances. Through
suffering, | have learned that God uses
trials to help us depend on and trust
Him for all our needs. While I may not
feel physically well, God still has given
me a heart and mind to choose to re-
joice in Christ and fight for joy! Every
day may be full of pain, but God is still
good and faithful, providing blessings
and help along the way.

Finally, I would like to share how

—-27 -

current homeschoolers can prepare
themselves for college and specifi-
cally PHC. Academically, continue
to study diligently and develop a love
of learning through your studies and
extracurriculars. Keep serving others
through your family, church, and oth-
er communities because serving oth-
ers is how we grow and learn more
about God. Most importantly, build
a strong foundation and relationship
with God through consistent spiritu-
al habits. PHC, or any other college,
is not a perfect school, and you will
only grow if you yourself have the in-
ner desire to seek God first and live
out your faith. Prepare to be used by
God in whatever capacity or field of
study He calls you to, and do not be
afraid of challenges or failures be-
cause these are all opportunities to
grow in your knowledge of who Jesus

is and how He is shaping you into a
child of God.
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