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Speaker
Johnson’s
Rededication
Speech

May 17, 2026
National Mall,
Washington DC

Our heavenly Father, we thank you.
Thank you so much for this great day
that you’ve given us here. And we
remember that your mighty hand has
been upon our nation since the very
beginning.

Since Christopher Columbus set sail
in the New World, since the settlers
at Jamestown planted the cross at
Cape Henry, and since the pilgrims at
Plymouth made a covenant to give you
the glory.

In all that time, you guided us at
every pivotal moment. And when our
forefathers took up the great cause of
American independence, they turned
to you in steadfast prayer. And on this
very day, now two and a half centuries
ago, the Second Continental Congress
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gathered in Philadelphia.
Facing imminent battle
and almost certain death,
our founders held a
decisive day of what they
called humiliation, fasting,
and prayer. They did that
to humble themselves and
to seek your guidance at
the dawn of their fight for
freedom.

Just weeks later, Lord, on
July 4th, 1776, you gave 56
patriots the courage and
the conviction to sign their
names to the Declaration
of Independence, forming
13 distant and disparate
colonies into a new nation,
which would become, by
your mercy and grace, the
freest, most successful,
most benevolent nation in

ReEE B

the history of the world.

And in those early days,
you safeguarded George
Washington and  his
ragtag army as they
defeated the mightiest of
empires. And you gave our
fathers the wisdom and
faith to establish this new
nation premised on the
biblical and foundational
principle that all men are
created equal and free
before you. Through your
divine providence, our
Founders acknowledged
and boldly proclaimed
the self-evident truth that
every single person is
created in your image and
that we are endowed by
you, our creator, with our
inalienable rights to life
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and liberty and the pursuit
of happiness.

Lord, we know that the
Declaration, which has
been recognized as our
nation’s creed, has also
been the inspiration for the
single greatest force for
peace, justice, and human
flourishing. It set in motion
a chain of events that
altered the very course of
human history. And today,
as we seek to fulfill its
true meaning, those self-
evident truths still guide
our nation and still call
us to honor and cherish
and protect the dignity of
every human life.

Lord, today our people
gather once again in your
name. We have humbled



ourselves  before you.
We acknowledge that the
miracle of our founding
and the countless miracles
that have followed are your
doing. We remember that
we owe our nation every
victory, every hero, every
good deed she has brought
forth — to you, almighty
God.

Amid a bloody civil
war, you gave Abraham
Lincoln the vision and the
fortitude to ignite a new
birth of freedom. And in
the turbulent years that
followed, you offered us
healing and restoration,
calling us even then to the
better angels of our nature.

When our allies in Europe
fell prey to the dark shadow
of fascism, you equipped
our greatest generation
with the strength to defend
and liberate = Western
Civilization. You filled
the sojourners of the civil
rights movement with your
spirit as they challenged
their generation to live up
to the promises enshrined
in the Declaration. In
the 20th century, you
gave brave leaders like
President Ronald Reagan

the courage and heart to
speak boldly to the promise
of God-given liberty and
the emptiness of godless
Soviet tyranny.

At the dawn of a new
century, when terrorists
struck our homeland on
September 11th, you gave
44 heroes on Flight 93
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your divine courage to
thwart that murderous
attack. You drove fear out
of the hearts of rescuers
and first responders who
ran upstairs and into fires
to help those in need. And
the years that followed,
as we cleared the ashes
and debris, you healed
our broken hearts and you
revealed again the fierce,
unbreakable spirit of the
American people.

Every day since, over each
of our 250 years, America
has been a land of hope and
liberty, a place of miracles,
and the light and glory of
all nations because of you.

Now, as we approach
the 250th anniversary of

EZ Summer 2026



e

American independence, we face a new
set of challenges in a new era. In recent
years, we’ve seen sinister ideologies sow
confusion and discord among our people.
We’ve witnessed attacks on our history,
on our heroes, and on the cherished moral
and spiritual identity of this great nation.

These voices insist to the young and
impressionable that our story, the
American story, is one of oppression and
hypocrisy and failure. And that this story
can only be understood through the lens
of our sins. But Father, we reject that. We
rebuke it in your name.

Those voices have sought to distort the

self-evident truth that we know so well
that our founders boldly proclaimed in
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the Declaration that our rights do not
derive from the government, they come
from you, our Creator and Heavenly
Father.

Lord, just as we humbly sought out your
guidance in past trials, we are doing it
here again today. We turn to you once
again to save us from these afflictions,
to deliver us from the forces of evil,
oppression, injustice, and tyranny both
within our borders and beyond our shores.
And Lord, never let us be separated from
your mercy and your love.

We pray, Lord, that you continue to
bless our president with the wisdom and
prudence and strength to govern our
nation in accordance with your will. We
pray that you guide our lawmakers, that
you walk with us and grant us the moral
clarity to rise above partisan differences,
and give us the wisdom and humility to
serve selflessly and sacrificially.

Lord, protect our service members,
our law enforcement officers, our first
responders, all those who risk their own
lives daily as they administer justice and
preserve the peace in our communities
and in accordance with your word. Help
all our faith leaders and pastors and
priests to be faithful in their calling and
successful in their ministries to shine
your light of hope and salvation across
our land. We pray too that you will
safeguard all houses of worship, that they



remain sanctuaries of prayer and peace.
Give every American parent the grace
they need to raise and protect the next
generation of freedom-loving children.
Father, we pray for marriages across this
land that husbands and wives have the
patience to love one another in all the
days of their lives. Heal the wounds of
broken hearts, God, in the battles that we
do not see.

Lord, we ask that you equip our educators
with the knowledge to teach the truth
for they will shape the next generation
of government and leaders. Be with
our physicians and our nurses and our
healthcare workers and give comfort
to the sick and to those on Heaven’s
door. We pray that you bestow upon all
Americans a renewed love of country,
hope for the future, and faith in your
everlasting mercy and grace.

Father, we pray for mercy upon our
land, mercy upon us for our mistakes.
Forgive us of our sins individually and
collectively. And help us devote ourselves
with a renewed piety and patriotism to
the eternal truths of your word and to the
enduring principles of the Declaration
you blessed us with.

Above all, Lord, grant us the courage
in your favor to preserve this republic.
Instill within us the same devotion that
compelled 56 men to pledge their lives,
their fortunes, and their sacred honor to

this grand experiment in self-governance.
The same devotion of patriots like Patrick
Henry, for whom liberty was worth any
price. The same devotion of President
Abraham Lincoln, who at Gettysburg
charged his countrymen to rededicate
themselves to the unfinished work of
our fathers. Lord, today we pray that
you grant us that same devotion to these
United States.

Give us courage, Lord. Make us worthy
of all those who devoted and sacrificed
their lives so that a government of the
people, by the people, and for the people
shall not perish from the earth.

Almighty God, we ask that you hear
these solemn petitions. Just as we in the
beginning dedicated this land to your
most holy name, today here, Lord, in this
250th year of American independence,
we hereby rededicate the United States
of America as ‘One Nation, Under God’.
Look upon us with favor as we celebrate
this momentous anniversary. And let
your Holy Spirit descend upon this land
so that future generations will look
back at this day, in this present age and
once again see your providential hand at
work. I ask this today, Lord. I pray it and
I believe it in your holy name, in Jesus’
name. Amen.
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Chris Mao, 8th grade

The verse I will share today is 1 Corin-
thians 13: 10-11:
“When the perfect comes, the partial
will pass away. When I was a child, |
spoke like a child, I thought like a child,
I reasoned like a child. When I became
a man, I gave up childish ways.”

This verse is perfect for today, a moment
of growing up, not just in age, but in spir-
it.

When we were children, I'm sure we all
did many immature things. I used to get
angry when my brother used my toys.
It was all about me. I was selfish, and I
didn’t want him to ruin my things. But
one day, I thought differently. Choosing
to love and care for others wasn’t always
easy. It didn’t always feel like it paid off
right away. But I learned that when you
put others first, God sees it, and He bless-
€s you in ways you can’t imagine.
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Growing up isn’t just about getting older.
It’s about maturing physically and spiri-
tually. For me, that means diving deeper
into my faith, learning more about God,
and striving to live in a way that hon-
ors Him. It means putting away childish
things, like being ashamed of my faith or
worrying about what others might think.
Instead, I choose to stand firm in what I
believe.

When I turned 13, something happened.
I gained this new sense of responsibili-
ty, not just to myself, but to God and the
people around me. It was like a call to

grow up, to mature in my heart and my
faith.

So, let’s keep choosing love over selfish-
ness. Let’s keep growing closer to God,
letting go of what holds us back. Because
when we do, we’re not just growing up,
we’re stepping into the life God has for
us.



Fear God

Eric Xiao

“On the third day, Joseph said to
them, ‘I fear God; do as I tell you,

and you will live.””
- Genesis 42:18

o fear God means to revere

Him as the supreme standard
and to obey His commands
wholeheartedly. Joseph acted
without partiality because he feared
God. We too should also follow God’s
words in all things, rather than our own
will. Those who fear God will be kept
by Him and will walk in His righteous
way.
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Daily Devotion

A Great Sin

Kerrie Lin

“You shall not lie with a male as with a

woman;, it is an abomination.”
- Leviticus 18:22

exual relations with a man as one lies

with a woman is an abomination to
the Lord as He created us in His glorious
image to reflect complementary union
and to pursue love and intimacy with
our opposite gender. Many people in
our present day agree with the Bible’s
command “Love your neighbors”, but
reject the Word that calls homosexuality
1s a great sin.
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Do Not Quarrel
Shirely

his verse says that Isaac’s wells were taken away by the herdsmen of Gerar, who

quarreled with Isaac’s servants. But Isaac did not quarrel back. He moved on
and just dug another well until there were no more quarrels. This teaches that we
shouldn’t quarrel with others - just walk away and seek peace.

“The herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen,
saying, “The water is ours. So he called the name of the
well Esek, because they contended with him. Then they

dug another well, and they quarreled also, so he

called its name Sitnah. And he moved from there

and dug another well.”

- Genesis 26:20-22a

Saved By Grace
Jessica Lin

hese verses explain the foundation

of Christianity and remind me that
salvation comes from God alone, not from
my own efforts. Overall, Ephesians 2:8-9
reminds me that my salvation is rooted in
God’s grace and not my own actions. These
verses encourage me to live humbly, rely
on faith, and show gratitude through my
actions as | grow in my relationship with
Christ each day.

“For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast.”

- Ephesians 2:8-9
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Faith is one of the most important aspects
of the Christian life and helps me become
more like Jesus every day. It is the act of
accepting the gift of salvation. Grace is
God’s unmerited kindness, and salvation is
the act of being saved. I do not do anything
to deserve this gift, but because of Jesus’
death and resurrection, I am able to have
a relationship with Him. Since it is not
about the good or bad deeds I do every
day, but about what Christ did on the cross
for all humanity, I choose to do good out
of thankfulness. These verses also teach
humility, because I cannot boast about
my works—TI am saved because of Christ.
Even my faith is something the Holy Spirit
strengthens in me daily.
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Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg
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